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Pdf 6. FUEL DELIVERY

Wood chip is a low density high volume fuel. Consequently deliveries are carried 
out by lorry as large as the site can accommodate. Most often a six or eight 
wheeled tipper is used carrying from six to eight tonnes. This is the simplest most 
cost effective means of delivering fuel. Smaller deliveries can be made over 
shorter distances, but these may incur higher costs. It is important that sufficient 
space is available for lorries to access the site to enable them to tip fuel into the 
store. Delivery by means of a lorry equipped with a blower is possible, however,
unloading is relatively slow taking 30 to 60 minutes to empty the lorry. Noise 
levels are high which can cause problems for residential or public building 
deliveries. 

Other systems of transferring fuel are available such as fixed units into which the 
chip is tipped and is then conveyed up into an above ground store. The delivery 
time is around half an hour and, depending on the safety system fitted to the 
receiving unit, may require two men to operate.

Specialised vehicles with the ability to elevate their fuel load into above ground 
stores are also available. These specialised systems are very expensive and 
need to be employed full time if the additional cost of fuel delivery is to be kept 
within reasonable limits. 

Pellet fuel can be delivered by bulk blower lorry, 1 tonne or 1.4 tonne dumpy 
bags or in 10kg bags, usually on a pallet. Pellets delivered in bags will usually 
attract a price premium due to the cost of bagging and the manual handling 
involved for the smaller bags.

It is vitally important that the access to and location of the fuel store be properly 
considered at the planning stage in order to minimise delivery costs in the long 
term.



Bowland Bioenergy, based in Lancashire, produces dried wood chips – and supplies wood 
pellets – for wood burning boilers.  The company was founded in 2005 and has grown to 
be one of the North’s leading biomass companies.  Wood fuel of the highest quality (BS 
EN 14961) is produced year-round and the company was the first biomass supplier to 
achieve the prestigious HETAS Accreditation for wood chip.

Bowland Bioenergy Ltd, Smithfield Farm, Twiston Lane, Downham, Clitheroe, BB7 4DF.

Telephone: 01200 440437              Email: info@bowlandbionergy.co.uk

Please visit our website www.bowlandbioenergy.co.uk


